
	

	

GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday, February 28,  
6:30-8:30PM in the Undercroft  

Come join us for Mardi Gras, “Fat 
Tuesday”! Bring your favorite 
appetizer or dessert to share.  
The Three Pillars of Lent are 
Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving. 
With that in mind, we will have 
some Outreach Speakers to help us 
begin and possibly give us some 
ideas for our Lenten journey!  
Speakers will be: Deacon Steve 
from “Gifts for the Journey,” a 
non-profit ministry that employs 
women through the outreach of 
Franciscan Peacemakers based in 
Milwaukee. These women have 
survived lives of abuse, 
prostitution, addictions and 
violence. They make & sell soaps 
& lotions using essential oils. 
Proceeds directly benefit the 
women who have made these 
products.  
Victoria Jensen from “Interfaith,” 
will speak on the background of 
Interfaith, the people served, and 
the type of volunteers needed.   
From our own parish community, 
we will have Mike Socha speak 

about the St. Vincent De Paul 
Society and the Food Pantry and 
their need for help. Sharon Felten 
will also speak about Elizabeth 
Ministry. 

*Please bring a non-perishable 
food item for our food pantry. 
 

ANNUAL RETREAT 
March 4-5 
As we journey through Lent and 
the end of winter, make your 
Lenten season more meaningful! 
Enjoy and share fellowship and 
friendship! Join us for a day and 
night of reflection, faith sharing 
and prayer.  

Thank you to Jane Czarnezki-
Drake for directing and planning 
our Lenten retreat which will be 
held at the Marytown Retreat 
Center. The theme this year is 
“Embrace the Stillness”.   

The cost is $100 which includes: 
lunch and dinner on Saturday, 
overnight accommodations, and 
brunch on Sunday. Registration 
with payment due by February 
21, 2017. 

To request a flyer or more 
information, call Jane Czarnezki at 
(414) 519-3010.  
We would like everyone to have 
the opportunity to attend. If you 
are interested, but financially 
unable, please let us know. We 
may be able to assist you. Please 
contact Debbie Shutta at (414) 
482-9222. 

SOUP & SESSION 
Monday, March 13, Undercroft 
Christian Women will provide 
soup, bread, and desserts on 
Monday, March 13. Please bring 
items by 5:30PM. We need to 
supply 7-8 soups, bread/crackers, 
and desserts.  
This year, the soup portion of the 
evening will take place in the 
Undercroft Social Space, instead 
of the Parish Center. This will give 
us more space and provide for a 
quicker transition to the Lower 
Church for the Session. We will 
not have access to a kitchen, so 
please bring soups in Crock-Pots 
and, if possible, pre-slice any 
bread. Serving dishes will be 
available. Please bring your own 
serving utensils.  

This year’s Soup & Session Series 
will focus on the Sunday Gospels 
of Lent. Each Monday, there will 
be a Soup Supper at 6:00PM 
followed by a Session at 7:00PM. 
Both parts of the evening will be in 
the Undercroft of the Basilica. 
This year’s sessions: 

   March 6 – Pete Burds 
Temptation in the Desert 

   March 13 – Emma Hegarty 
 Transfiguration 

   March 20 – Talia Westerby 
 Woman at the Well 

   March 27 – Fr. Paul Langevin 
 Man Born Blind 

   April 3 – Fr. Michael Glastetter 
 Raising of Lazarus 
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SPRING BAKE SALE 
AND CRAFTS 
Saturday-Sunday, March 25-26 

Seems like we just took those 
cookies and pies out of the oven 
for the Christmas Bake Sale and 
here we are again!  

We will need help with set-up and 
pricing of items on Saturday 
March 25 after 2:30PM and for 
selling  items before and after the 
weekend Masses.  
Baked goods can be dropped off in 
the Undercroft after 2:30PM on 
Saturday.  

Please bring items packaged, 
ready to sell. Clear plastic 
containers will be available in the 
Pavilion Gift Shop two weeks 
prior to the bake sale. Please label 
if nuts or peanut butter are in the 
ingredients.  
 

CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE 
Thank you to everyone who 
helped make our Bake Sale a huge 
success! We sold over $2,000.00 
of baked goods, movie tickets, and 
crafts. That is a huge deal! There is 
a lot of time and work put into this 
event each year by all of you.  
Once again, many of you 
contributed baked goods and time 
helping to make this event 
successful.   

We especially thank Margaret 
Derr for all of her hard work and 
time leading our bake sales year 
after year. She devotes and spends 
her whole weekend in the 
Undercroft, including staying into 
the evening to sell items at 
intermission for the Christmas 
Concerts. Many thanks!  
 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
This year’s Christmas Dinner and 
Party was at Klemmer’s Banquet 
Center. Thanks to the Board for 
planning the party and a special 
thank you to all who donated raffle 
items and to Sharon Felten for all 
her hard work collecting the items, 
organizing, and displaying them. 
Also, thank you to Marta Thiede 
for the name cards. 

 
 



	
	

	

 
 

MISSION OF MERCY 
IMMACULÉE ILIBAGIZA 
Tuesday, March 14, 7:00PM 
St. Monica Parish 
160 East Silver Spring Drive 
Whitefish Bay, WI  53217 

Immaculée Ilibagiza is a living 
example of faith put into action.  
Immaculée’s life was transformed 
dramatically during the 1994 
Rwandan genocide where she and 
seven other women spent 91 days 
huddled silently together in the 
cramped bathroom of a local 
pastor's house. Immaculée entered 
the bathroom a vibrant, 115-pound 
university student with a loving 
family–she emerged weighing just 
65 pounds to find her family had 
been brutally murdered.  
Immaculée  survived against all 
odds and came out with a new 
strength of faith and a message of 
mercy. On Tuesday, March 14, she 
will share that message of peace, 
faith, and forgiveness. 

MOVIE NIGHT 
Friday, April 28, Parish Center 
What movie would you like to see?  
Is there an old favorite that you 
haven’t seen in a long time or 
something you’ve been wanting to 
see, but still haven’t? Any ideas or 
suggestions are appreciated! The 
weather will be getting warmer, so 
plan on getting out of the house, 
relaxing after a long day, and 
enjoying some popcorn, soda and 
a movie! 
 

ELIZABETH MINISTRY 
ROSEBUD SERIES  
By Sharon Felten 

Baby Loss – The loss of a baby is 
the walk of grief and bewilderment 
of the loss of God. One feels alone, 
wondering if life can go on. People 
don’t know what to say. There 
really isn’t anything that anyone 
can say to take this hurt away. 
Usually people say all the wrong 
things like:   
“At least your baby won’t suffer?” 
But the mom thinks yes, but I want 
my baby so I can make it better for 
him or her…but she says nothing. 
“Your baby is in heaven.” But my 
baby is not with me, she says 
nothing just grieves on her own. 

“You can have other children.” 
But I want this baby to hold and 
cherish, but she says nothing just 
cries inside. 

The best words are: “I am so sorry 
for your loss, my heart goes out to 
you because I cannot imagine the 
pain you must be in.” 

Now what about the mom who 
chose to not have her baby through 
abortion? She is lost and confused. 
They’ve told her “It’s ok. It will be 
over in just a few minutes.” But 

they don’t tell her the truth because 
it is not over.  

So the abortion is done, she hides 
that she is so lost, so hurting 
inside. Will this guilt ever pass? 
She wonders, she hopes. Unless 
she seeks some serious spiritual 
help through God, the guilt and 
grief will surface in so many ways. 
It could be through addictions or 
sexual promiscuity. She goes from 
one place to another trying to rid 
herself from this underlying ache 
in her heart.  

She may have another baby in 
time, then the guilt is underlying 
from the abortion and all of it 
surfaces again and again. When 
she feels the first kick that she may 
not have felt with her aborted 
baby, all the guilt comes flooding 
in and she wonders how she will 
ever get through this? She goes 
into the delivery room and it 
reminds her of the day she had the 
abortion. “How will I ever get 
through this?” She sees her baby 
for the first time and thinks is this 
what my baby would have looked 
like? She wonder…“When will 
this guilt leave me?” 
There is help out there in God and 
ministries that come to the aid for 
this woman. She so needs our 
prayers and support to find these 
places. 

Here in Milwaukee we have 
Project Rachel and Women’s 
Pregnancy Center. Please don’t 
hesitate to call if you or someone 
you know needs help. 
Visit the Rosebud Table next to the 
altar of Our Lady of the Rosary on 
the 6th Street side of the Basilica to 
leave your prayer intention and 
pick up a prayer card. 
 
  



	
	

	

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2016-2017 Subject to Change 
 
Tuesday, February 28 
   General Meeting–Mardi Gras 
 
Saturday/Sunday, March 4-5 
   Retreat at Marytown 
 
Saturday/Sunday, March 25-26 
   Spring Craft & Bake Sale 
 
Friday, April 28 
   Movie Night 
 
Tuesday, May 16 
   General Meeting 
 
Saturday, June 3 
   Scholarship Luncheon 
 

GAME NIGHT 
Game night is held the second 
Tuesday of the month in the Parish 
Center Kitchen. Each evening 
includes a pot luck supper at 
6:00PM followed by board or card 
games. If you would like more 
information, email Diane at 
dianelowell@milwpc.com or just 
show up for the next game night! 

May 9 
June 13 
July 11 
August 8 
September 12 

 
BIRTHDAY PRAYER 
God of all creation, we offer you 
grateful praise for the gift of life. 
Hear the prayers of these women 
who recall the day of their birth 
and rejoice in your gifts of life and 
love, family and friends. 

Bless them with your presence and 
surround them with your love that 
they may enjoy many happy years, 
all of them pleasing to you.  We 
ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

BIRTHDAY LIST 
 

February 
Feb-1   Soledad Socha 
Feb-6   Rosemary Verbanac 
Feb-10   Pat Pontus 
Feb-11   Maria Gonzales 
Feb-15   Rose Marie Nowak 
Feb-16   Kathleen Johnston 
Feb-25   Nancy Januszko 
Feb-26   Ginny Cyganiak 
                (Virginia) 
 

March 
Mar-3   Antonia Chavez 
Mar-4   Sarah Lopez 
Mar-7   Shari Hanneman 
Mar-8   Maria Olsen 
Mar-12 Susan Plewa 
Mar-13   Laura Reichert 
Mar-28   Donna Drazkowski 
 
April 
Apr-4   Rita Gordon 
Apr-6   Christi Jentz 
Apr-8   B.J. Doyle 
Apr-12   Joyce Britt 
Apr-13   Paula DeVito 
Apr-15   Lisa Wochos 
Apr-21   Emmy Bisser 
Apr-23   Carol Sheridan 
Apr-25   Melissa Lelinski 
Apr-28   Dorothy Helmenstine 
 
May 
May-2   Rachael Culver 
May-7   Mary Wdowczyk 
May-20 Debbie Shutta 
May-26   Christine Le Blanc 
May-26   Jeanette Schamens 
 

 

 
Christian Women 
Board 2016-2017 

 
 President 
     Debbie Shutta (414) 482-9222 
					dshutta7@gmail.com 
 
 Vice-President 
     Sharon Felten (414) 483-3369 
						frescoarts@yahoo.com 
 
 Recording Secretary	
     Carol Francis (414) 764-7419  
					clmfrancis10@yahoo.com 
 
 Corresponding Secretary 
     Linda Hintze (414) 481-4236 
					Linda.m.hintze@gmail.com 
 
 Treasurer 
     Marta Premetz-Thiede 
     (414) 744-1318 
					marta.premetz@gmail.com 
 
 Chaplain 
     Fr. Michael Glastetter, OFM Conv. 
 

 Ex-Officio Board Members 

 Crafts 
     Sharon Felten (414) 483-3369 
					frescoarts@yahoo.com 
 
 Spiritual Life 
     Jane Czarnezki-Drake 
     (414) 519-3010 
					janeeczar@hotmail.com 
 
 Sunshine 
     Mary (MiMi) Schmerbauch  
     (414) 545-9444 
					mimi.schmerbauch@gmail.com 
 
 

 


