
 

 

You’re invited.... 

Greetings!                    

 

As a leader in our community and friend to the St. Josaphat Basilica Foundation and Basilica, we 

invite you to join us as we kick off our public phase of the Renewing the Destination of 

Inspiration Capital Campaign on Wednesday, May 18 @ 9am  at the bus shelter on the corner 

of Wells and Jackson Streets in downtown Milwaukee. 

 

This is an exciting and concerning time for the historic Basilica of St. Josaphat. The effects of 

weather, time and use have reached epic proportions.  As a result, Phase One of our Renewing 

the Destination of Inspiration $2.5 million Capital Campaign is underway which will fund two 

critical initiatives: 

 

1. Restoring the Masonry to its original form and detail:  The Basilica is experiencing 

significant deterioration of the stone and roof ledges. Loose pieces will be removed, re-

secured or replaced. This is needed to slow the loss of building ornamentation, prevent 

water infiltration, improve safety from falling pieces and restore the decorative 

elements. We are losing the beauty of the Basilica piece by piece. 

2. Lighting the dome:  The addition of carefully balanced textural lighting will articulate 

the dimensional details of the Dome. Beginning with highlights on the arched windows 

below, the base of the Dome will glow in a halo of light blending up toward the Cupola 

above and culminating in the shining Cross. The lighting will elevate a sculptural symbol, 

rising 250 feet into the air, to its proper place in the Milwaukee Skyline. 

 

Because several masonry areas need immediate attention, we can not wait for funding to be 

completed.  The project will begin in mid-May of this year. 

 

We hope that you will join us as we announce the launch of this vital fundraising campaign to 

the community and celebrate over 115 years of rich history, inspiration and hope the Basilica 

has brought to Milwaukee. 
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